Accelerated English Language Arts
Eighth Grade
Directions:
1. Select one of the books from the list below to read. You will need to
purchase the book because we will be using it during the first week of
school. (Please email me if this presents a hardship for you)
2. As you read, use the strategies listed on the “Stalk Your Book” bookmark to
assist you in noting textual evidence that will help you when writing the
essay. (Additional copies can be found on the school website)
3. Complete the essay.
4. **Essays are due on the first day of school…no exceptions. As stated in
the course requirements for Accelerated ELA 8, you will not be able to
stay in the class if you do not fulfill the summer assignment and turn it in
on time.
5. **You also need to bring your book to class that first day. We will be
using them the first week of school.
**Please feel free to email me if you have questions. You may also send your
essay to me electronically. www.ablochberger@octorara.org Please include
your name and summer reading in the subject line.

6. Choose a book to purchase and read from the list below. (you may use
an e‐reader such as a Kindle or Nook or the Kindle app on the iPad)

Book Selections: Synopsis taken from www.bn.com
Revolution By: Jennifer Donnelly

BROOKLYN: Andi Alpers is on the edge. She’s angry at her father for leaving, angry at
her mother for not being able to cope, and heartbroken by the loss of her younger brother, Truman. Rage
and grief are destroying her. And she’s about to be expelled from Brooklyn Heights’ most prestigious
private school when her father intervenes. Now Andi must accompany him to Paris for winter break.
PARIS: Alexandrine Paradis lived over two centuries ago. She dreamed of making her mark on the Paris
stage, but a fateful encounter with a doomed prince of France cast her in a tragic role she didn’t want—
and couldn’t escape.
Two girls, two centuries apart. One never knowing the other. But when Andi finds Alexandrine’s diary, she
recognizes something in her words and is moved to the point of obsession. There’s comfort and
distraction for Andi in the journal’s antique pages—until, on a midnight journey through the catacombs of
Paris, Alexandrine’s words transcend paper and time, and the past becomes suddenly, terrifyingly
present.

Between the Shades of Gray By: Ruta Sepety

Fifteen-year-old Lina is a Lithuanian girl living an ordinary life—until Soviet officers
invade her home and tear her family apart. Separated from her father and forced onto a crowded train,
Lina, her mother, and her young brother make their way to a Siberian work camp, where they are forced
to fight for their lives. Lina finds solace in her art, documenting these events by drawing. Risking
everything, she imbeds clues in her drawings of their location and secretly passes them along, hoping her
drawings will make their way to her father's prison camp. But will strength, love, and hope be enough for
Lina and her family to survive?
A moving and haunting novel for readers of The Book Thief

Incarceron By: Catherine Fisher

Incarceron is a prison so vast that it contains not only cells, but also metal forests, dilapidated
cities, and vast wilderness. Finn, a seventeen-year-old prisoner, has no memory of his childhood and is sure that he
came from Outside Incarceron. Very few prisoners believe that there is an Outside, however, which makes escape
seems impossible.
And then Finn finds a crystal key that allows him to communicate with a girl named Claudia. She claims to live
Outside- she is the daughter of the Warden of Incarceron, and doomed to an arranged marriage. Finn is determined
to escape the prison, and Claudia believes she can help him. But they don't realize that there is more to Incarceron
than meets the eye. Escape will take their greatest courage and cost more than they know.

All the Broken Pieces By: Ann E. Burg

Matt Pin would like to forget: war torn Vietnam, bombs that fell like dead crows, and the
terrible secret he left behind. But now that he is living with a caring adoptive family in the United States,
he finds himself forced to confront his past. And that means choosing between silence and candor, blame
and forgiveness, fear and freedom.
By turns harrowing, dreamlike, sad, and triumphant, this searing debut novel, written in lucid verse,
reveals an unforgettable perspective on the lasting impact of war and the healing power of love.

The Five People you meet in Heaven By: Mitch Albom

Eddie is a wounded war veteran, an old man who has lived, in his mind, an uninspired life. His
job is fixing rides at a seaside amusement park. On his 83rd birthday, a tragic accident kills him as he tries to save a
little girl from a falling cart. He awakes in the afterlife, where he learns that heaven is not a destination. It's a place
where your life is explained to you by five people, some of whom you knew, others who may have been strangers.
One by one, from childhood to soldier to old age, Eddie's five people revisit their connections to him on earth,
illuminating the mysteries of his "meaningless" life, and revealing the haunting secret behind the eternal question:
"Why was I here?"

We Were Liars: By e. lockhart

A beautiful and distinguished family.
A private island.
A brilliant, damaged girl; a passionate, political boy.
A group of four friends—the Liars—whose friendship turns destructive.
A revolution. An accident. A secret.
Lies upon lies.
True love.
The truth.
We Were Liars is a modern, sophisticated suspense novel from New York Times bestselling author,
National Book Award finalist, and Printz Award honoree E. Lockhart.
Read it.
And if anyone asks you how it ends, just LIE.

The Impossible Knife of Memory: By Laurie Halse Anderson

For the past five years, Hayley Kincaid and her father, Andy, have been on the road,
never staying long in one place as he struggles to escape the demons that have tortured him since his
return from Iraq. Now they are back in the town where he grew up so Hayley can attend school. Perhaps,
for the first time, Hayley can have a normal life, put aside her own painful memories, even have a
relationship with Finn, the guy who obviously likes her but is hiding secrets of his own.
Will being back home help Andy’s PTSD, or will his terrible memories drag him to the edge of hell, and
drugs push him over? The Impossible Knife of Memory is Laurie Halse Anderson at her finest: compelling,
surprising, and impossible to put down.

172 Hours on the Moon: By Johan Harstad

It's been decades since anyone set foot on the moon. Now three ordinary teenagers, the
winners of NASA's unprecedented, worldwide lottery, are about to become the first young people in
space—and change their lives forever. Mia, from Norway, hopes this will be her punk band's ticket to
fame and fortune. Midori believes it's her way out of her restrained life in Japan. Antoine, from France,
just wants to get as far away from his ex-girlfriend as possible.
It's the opportunity of a lifetime, but little do the teenagers know that something sinister is waiting for them
on the desolate surface of the moon. And in the black vacuum of space... no one is coming to save them.
In this chilling adventure set in the most brutal landscape known to man, highly acclaimed Norwegian
novelist Johan Harstad creates a vivid and frightening world of possibilities we can only hope never come
true.

Torn Away: By Jennifer Brown

Jersey Cameron has always loved a good storm. Watching the clouds roll in and the
wind pick up. Smelling the electricity in the air. Dancing barefoot in the rain. She lives in the Midwest,
after all, where the weather is sure to keep you guessing. Jersey knows what to do when the tornado
sirens sound. But she never could have prepared for this.
When her town is devastated by a tornado, Jersey loses everything. As she struggles to overcome her
grief, she's sent to live with relatives she hardly knows -- family who might as well be strangers. In an
unfamiliar place, can Jersey discover that even on the darkest of days, there are some things no tornado
can destroy?
In this powerful and poignant novel, acclaimed author Jennifer Brown delivers a story of love, loss, hope,
and survival.

The Scorpio Races: By Maggie Stiefvater

From the #1 New York Times bestselling author of Shiver and Linger comes a brand
new, heart stopping novel.
With her trademark lyricism, Maggie Stiefvater turns to a new world, where a pair are swept up in a
daring, dangerous race across a cliff--with more than just their lives at stake should they lose.

Keeper: By Mal Peet

When Paul Faustino of LA NACION flips on his tape recorder for an exclusive interview
with El Gato — the phenomenal goalkeeper who single-handedly brought his team the World Cup — the
seasoned reporter quickly learns that this will be no ordinary story. Instead, the legendary El Gato
narrates a spellbinding tale that begins in the South American rainforest, where a ghostly but very real
mentor, the Keeper, emerges to teach a poor, gawky boy the most thrilling secrets of the game. A
seamless blend of magic realism and exhilarating soccer action, this evocative novel will haunt readers.

The House of the Scorpion: By Nancy Farmer

Matt is a clone of El Patrón, a powerful drug lord of the land of Opium, which is located
between the United States and Mexico. For six years, he has lived in a tiny cottage in the poppy fields
with Celia, a kind and deeply religious servant woman who is charged with his care and safety. He knows
little about his existence until he is discovered by a group of children playing in the fields and wonders
why he isn't like them. Though Matt has been spared the fate of most clones, who have their intelligence
destroyed at birth, the evil inhabitants of El Patrón's empire consider him a "beast" and an "eejit." When
El Patrón dies at the age of 146, fourteen-year-old Matt escapes Opium with the help of Celia and Tam
Lin, his devoted bodyguard who wants to right his own wrongs. After a near misadventure in his escape,
Matt makes his way back home and begins to rid the country of its evils.

